APPENDIX  XIV
Special Committee on Pupillage and Limited Practice

The Bar Council’s Special Committee on Pupillage and Limited Practice is responsible for processing applications and answering enquiries about the rules, practice and procedures in respect of different stages of pupillage.

The changes to the rules and procedures in relation to pupillage and admission under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance, Cap.159, which have been published since June 2000, finally took effect in March 2003.  One major change by the new rules is the compulsory requirement that a pupil must have completed not less than 6 months of pupillage before he or she is eligible to apply for admission as a barrister in Hong Kong.  In line with the new statutory provisions, certain provisions of the Code of Conduct of the Hong Kong Bar were also amended by the Bar Council in 2003 upon the recommendations of the Special Committee.  It is expected that the fully revised provisions in relation to pupillage will appear as part of the new Code of Conduct and Annex 5 after the review of the current Code of Conduct is completed.

In 2003, there are 21* newly admitted barristers and 14* of them have commenced their pupillage.  Besides, 49* pupils have commenced pupillage under the new rules since March 2003 and are yet to be qualified for admission as barristers.  Altogether, there are 151* pupils who have either served or are serving pupillage this year.  These pupillage arrangements gave rise to over 340* applications of various nature which the Special Committee has handled together with many other enquiries.  This could not have been accomplished without the expeditious and valuable advice rendered by the other 2 members of the Special Committee, Newman Wong and Michael Liu.  I also thank Mrs Mona Clarke of the Bar Secretariat for her support which has tremendously assisted our carrying out of the job.
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